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to a safe distance from Lord Wellington's proposed scene of
operations.
The coast now being clear and the defenders of Bayonne
lulled into a false security by the operations on their right,
Lord Wellington proposed to put into execution that daring
project " which ", says Napier, " must always rank amongst
the prodigies of war ".1
This carefully planned and cherished scheme had for its
object the crossing of the Adour at its mouth and the estab-
lishment of a bridge of sufficient strength to pass across an
army, with guns, stores and ammunition.
The bridge itself was to be laid upon sailing vessels of
from 50 to 60 tons which were to enter the river at its mouth,
and anchor head to stern across the river.
The very audacity of the operation was calculated to
deceive the enemy; the natural hazards of the place alone
were sufficient to render it safe from attack, for the swiftness
of the current of the Adour at its mouth prohibited the use of
ordinary pontoons, whilst the sand-banks which barred it,
and the vicious surf beating into it from the sea, forbade the
entrance of vessels of any size.
By February igth all arrangements were complete except
the weather, which was boisterous and squally, and the winds
contrary and blowing into the Bay of St. Jean de Luz, where
the naval vessels which were to co-operate with the land
forces at the bridging of the Adour were assembled.
This state of affairs kept Lord Wellington in a ferment of
anxiety. At four o'clock in the afternoon of the I9th he
arrived back at St. Jean de Luz from operations on the right.
Bursting with eagerness about his precious scheme, he seemed
unable to feel bodily fatigue, and instead of dismounting at his
own quarters went round immediately to confer with Admiral
Penrose and Colonel Elphinstone, who had charge of the
arrangements for crossing the Adour.
The next morning he was out before 7.30 on the harbour
1 Napier, Vol VI, p. 94.
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